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FROM THE PASTOR

One moment it's April, and 
you're watching a dandelion sit in 
a mason jar on the altar table. And 
then suddenly it's May, and the 
seeds are getting ready to launch. 
That's where we are right now — 
in the middle of it. 

The Dandelion Gospel gives us 
questions to wrestle with: What 
does it look like when the Gospel 
takes root so deeply that nothing 
can pull it up? What happens 
when it scatters so freely that no one can contain it? There is more 
to come, and I hope you're inviting friends and family to join you on 
Sunday mornings as we work through it together. 

May also carries some of our most meaningful moments as a 
congregation. Mother's Day falls on May 10th — not just a 
celebration, but also a chance to sit with gratitude for the women 
who planted things in us we are still living off of years later. Then on 
May 17th, we recognize our graduates. These are young people 
being sent somewhere new, not entirely sure where they'll land — 
which makes them, honestly, the living sermon illustration of the 
dandelions sent out on the wind. We are proud of every one of 
them. On May 25th, we observe Memorial Day, holding with 
gratitude the names that make this day real for so many families. 

Meanwhile, our Tuesday Bible study group has turned its 
attention to Jonah — possibly the most relatable prophet in the 
canon. A man who received a clear call and ran the other direction, 
and who discovered that you cannot outrun the Spirit. This is the 
Dandelion Gospel told from the seed's point of view – albeit a seed 
who didn’t want to go, but went anyway. 

And that image keeps coming back to me as I look at everything 
else on the horizon. A dandelion doesn't go straight from flower to 
flight. There's a stage in between — the "fluff ball" stage, that quiet 
moment of preparation when the seeds are forming and the whole 
thing is just waiting for the right wind. That's where we are as a 
congregation. Confirmation class will be held this summer, planting 
deep roots in the next generation. VBS planning is underway so we 
can scatter something good in this community. 

The seeds are ready. The wind is already moving. I can't wait to 
see where we land. 
  

 
.

GROWING IN FAITH 

Daily Video Devotionals 
Join Pastor Denise for a 
quick daily check in on 
our Facebook account 
@juniataumc 
 
Wednesday Podcasts 
Dig deeper into the theme 
of the week with a 10-20 
minute video available on 
YouTube  
@denisehaskins7439 
 
Sermon Recaps 
Pastor Denise offers 
highlights from the 
worship sermon and 
offers additional insights 
for consideration. Found 
on Facebook. 
 

 
 
Digging Deeper 
Remember to pick up our 
worship companion on 
Sundays to help you take 
the message into your life 
through the next week 
with reflection questions, 
daily readings, and calls 
to action designed to help 
you dig down, deepen the 
roots of your faith, and 
draw on the life-giving 
water of the Spirit. 



DISCIPLESHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
is available for all ages! Join us Sunday 
mornings at 9a. 

• Children are upstairs on the 2nd floor 

• Youth are downstairs 

• The adult Cornerstone Class meets in the 
Chapel 

• The adult Story Class meets in the Holy 
Conferencing Room downstairs 

 
YOUTH GROUP welcomes all teens from 
across the Altoona United Methodist churches. 

• May 17, beginning at 3p, we’ll be having an 
end-of-the-school-year campfire! 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES 
are open to everyone! 
 

Is reading Adam 
Hamilton’s The Holy 
Spirit: God’s Presence 
and Power at Work in Us 
together on Monday 
evenings at 6:30p. 

 
 
Exploring the prophet 
Jonah on Tuesdays 
at 11a. 

CONFIRMATION 

One of the great threads woven through all of Scripture is this: God keeps showing up. In gardens 
and burning bushes, in a manger and an upper room, in the faces of people we love — God is a God 
who dwells with us. This summer, we want to mark that truth in a very concrete way, as we walk 
alongside young people on a journey toward claiming their faith as their own. 

Confirmation class is happening this summer. If you have a young person who might be ready to 
take that step, reach out to Pastor Denise and let's talk. 

We're also looking for adults who feel God nudging them toward something more hands-on. 
Mentors walk alongside a student through the process — sharing their own story, showing up, being 
present. (Sound familiar? It's exactly what God keeps doing for us.) You don't have to have all the 
answers. If that sounds like a call you might be hearing, please reach out. Contact Pastor Denise to 
sign up or learn more. 

Our confirmands will be welcomed into full membership on Sunday, August 30 — a morning worth 
showing up for. 

MISSION & MINISTRY

The Altoona 
Hub is 
collecting the 
following items 
for kits: 

• scour pads (not Brillo) 

• non-aerosol insect repellant spray or wipes  

• clothesline (50’-100’) 

• cotton hand towels (not microfiber). 
 

Donations can be dropped off on 
the table in the Gathering Room. 
ALTOONA FOOD BANK 

 
 
The Food Bank appreciates your donations. In 
May, we are collecting 

• baked beans 

• envelope side dishes (ex. Knorr brand) 

 
Thank you, Doug Buchanan. 

 



MISSION & MINISTRY (Continued) 

ANGEL FEET 

 
Celebrating 13 years of Service in April 

to the Blair County Community  
 

Jesus takes the children in his arms, laying his hands on them to bless them. - Mark 10:16 
 
Many thanks to the volunteer workers who served Angel Feet on April 18th: Linda Mallory, 
Vicky Schmidt, Donna Chesney, Dave Poole, Callie Giger, Dana Giger, Michelle Zitsch, and 
Bill Ellick. Irma Miller and Janette DiGiacobbe, our buyers, continue their shopping adventures online 
and in stores. We appreciate our visitors, Doug and Debbie Decker. Thank you for coming to visit. 
The May session will be on Saturday, May 20th. 

Current Angel Feet Ministry Stats: 3,161 participant children and 7,792+ sneakers provided as of 
4/19/26 
 
We also want to say a special THANK YOU to those supporting JUMC Angel Feet Ministry in 
April. 

 Individual donations from members and friends of JUMC Angel Feet Ministry. 

 Donation from Fairview United Methodist Church 

 Donation in memory of Richard K Dobson 

 Donation in memory of Catherine Laich – a neighbor to our church on N 9th Ave. 

 Donations of brand-new sneakers. (Only new sneakers are accepted and may be placed at the 

Giving Tree in the Gathering Room. Socks are appreciated in all sizes.) 

 

Continue Prayers 

 We continue our prayers for Bill Ellick, our scheduler for volunteers and family appointments, as 

he recovers from medical concerns. Some of our other volunteers need our prayers for medical 

concerns Sandy Michael, Donna Gutshall, and one other.  

 Prayers for children in need of sneakers and those who are wearing shoes that are way too small 

for their feet. God Bless these children and may we help as God provides and we are told!  

 Prayers as we reach out to those who serve children with physical therapy needs and sneakers. 

 Prayers for the children and families who are homeless in our area.  

 Prayers for the children and families that come to Angel Feet. 

 Prayers for families struggling with everyday needs and separation from one another. 

 Prayers for our satellite site at the Roaring Spring Community Library. 

 
Thank you for sharing your blessings and praying for our Angel Feet families. Appointments for 

Angel Feet call: 814-799-5053. If you would like to visit JUMC Angel Feet, please just let us know by 
calling the church office. Volunteers are always needed. Those volunteering with children directly 
must have the church mandated clearances. As Jesus showed us how to serve on our knees, we 
share his love one pair of sneakers at a time to the children in our community. 

Dee Martin-Spallone

 



MISSION & MINISTRY (Continued) 

 

 
(Formerly known as Grief Group) 

Meets at 7p on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 
(May 20th) at the church for 
those who are grieving the 
loss of a loved one or facing 
significant life changes that 
have left you feeling adrift. 

.

MISSION CENTRAL 

This year, churches in the 
Freedom Trail District are 
being asked to collect the 
following items for Activity 
Kits and Care Kits, which will 
be delivered to Mission 
Central at Annual 
Conference in Williamsport 
the first week of June. 
• Gallon Ziploc bags 

• Scissors 
 

HEROES UNITED 

Gather your capes and 
costumes, we’re blasting off 
for another great Heroes 
Training Week (aka VBS) 
this summer, August 9-13! 

Inspired to make a 
difference in the lives of 
kids? Join us at our next 
planning meeting on 
Tuesday, May 5 at 7p. 

Brotherhood Fund 

Our Brotherhood Fund exists for one simple reason: sometimes people need help, and we want 
to be the kind of community that shows up when they do. Right now, the fund is empty — and that 
means we're not able to respond the way we want to when someone comes to us in a moment of 
need. 

If you're in a position to give, even a small contribution makes a difference. Checks can be made 
out to Juniata UMC with "Brotherhood Fund" in the memo line. 

We've been helped by others. We help others in turn just as Christ calls us to do.  
 

FELLOWSHIP 

 
WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP will meet in the 
Gathering Room at the church on Thursday, May 7th at 1p. 

Over the summer, we will meet for lunch (1p) at the Valley 
Dairy Restaurant near Walmart. 

Thursday, June 4th 
Thursday, July 9th 

Thursday, August 6th 

2026 GRADUATES 

Juniata will celebrate the following graduates in worship on Sunday, May 17. 
 
Ian Cox 
Corey Lion 

Rylee McCurdy 
Halee Robinson 

 
Join us in congratulating them by dropping off a card in a basket designated 
for each of them in the Gathering Room. 



FELLOWSHIP (CONTINUED) 

 
NURTURE MINISTRY 

You are encouraged to send a card or a note and lift them up in your prayers. 
 
May 3rd Darlene Rose 

Concordia Villa St. Joseph 
1030 W State St, Rm 2216 
Baden, PA 15005 

 
May 10th Richard D. Robertson 

Maybrook Hills D-1, Rm 114 
301 Valley View Blvd 
Altoona, PA 16602 

 

May 17th Jake Schaffer 
 11 Federal Street 
 Brookville, PA 15825 
 
May 24th Louise Mozi 
 110 W 9th Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16602 
 
May 31st Kay Caber 
 213 Byron Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16602 

 

 

1st Joe Hoff, Jr. 
 Alaina Welker 
2nd Connor Grace 
 Mike Sanders 
3rd Jenna DeGennaro 
 Jason Graham 
 Lisa Hardic 
4th Jeff Barr 
 Denise Lego 

 Sparkle Louis 
 Patty Malone 
 Paydyn Snyder 
5th McKinley Wenzel 
6th Dorine Nail 
7th Tom Hollinger 
11th Justin Barr 
 Diane Heffelfinger 
13th Sandy Michael 
15th Sherrie Buchanan 
 Bill Ellick 
 Sam Luke 
18th Dave Knorr 
19th Maureen Andros 

20th Joe Cox III 
21st Courtney Barr 
23rd Timothy Green 
26th Isabella Zavalanski 
27th Dimitri Luciani 
 Gladys Wilson 
28th Jeffrey Cox 
 Doug Decker 
30th Gary Rhodes 
31st Bill Camberg II 
 Grace Wenzel 
 Cheryl Saltzgiver

 
If we missed anyone or have a wrong date, please call the church office at 814-942-6065. 

 
 

Maintenance 

 
Spring is here, and our building and grounds could use some love. We're looking 

for willing hands to help with general maintenance and landscaping around the church 
— mowing, mulching, tidying up, whatever needs doing. No special skills required, just 
a willingness to show up and pitch in. 

If you're able to help us out on Saturday, May 16th, please sign up in the 
Gathering Room so we can get a sense of who's coming and what we can accomplish 

together. Many hands make light work — and make this place a little more welcoming for everyone 
who walks through our doors. 

  



PENTECOST 

 
SUNDAY, MAY 24 – WEAR RED & COME READY 

Pentecost is one of the most dramatic days in the church calendar 
— and one of the most underrated. 

Fifty days after Easter, the disciples were gathered in Jerusalem, 
still figuring out what came next. Then wind, fire, and a crowd of 
thousands who somehow all heard the same message in their own 
language. The church didn't start with a committee meeting or a 
building campaign. It started with the Holy Spirit showing up uninvited 
and blowing the doors off. 

We celebrate that day every year, and one of the ways we mark it 
is simple: wear something red. Red for the fire. Red for the Spirit. 
Red for the reminder that the same Spirit who showed up in 
Jerusalem is still showing up — in this sanctuary, in this 
congregation, in us. 

This Pentecost, we have an even more specific reason to celebrate. We are welcoming new 
members into the life of Juniata UMC. Some are joining for the first time. Some are transferring 
their membership from another United Methodist church. All of them are saying something important 
— not just to us, but out loud, in community. 

 
 

OUR COMMITMENT TO ONE ANOTHER 

When someone joins a United Methodist congregation, they make 
five commitments — and the congregation makes one back. 

New members promise to participate in the life of the church through 
their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their service, and their 
witness. (You may recognize those five — they're the same 
commitments we renew every time someone joins, because they're 
meant to be a regular temperature check, not a one-time transaction.) 

In return, the congregation promises to support them. That's not a 
formality. When we say we will surround them with community, we 

mean it. We mean showing up. We mean being the kind of people they can call when things get hard. 
United Methodists practice what's sometimes called open membership — we don't require a 

particular experience or a particular background as the price of admission. Grace got here before any 
of us did. What we ask is that people come willing to grow, willing to be part of something larger than 
themselves, and willing to hold each other accountable to doing that together. 

 
 
AN INVITATION  

If you've been attending Juniata UMC and 
you've been wondering whether membership is 
something you want to explore, this is a good 
moment to start that conversation. Reach out to 
Pastor Denise — there's no pressure, just a 
conversation. 

And on May 24, come in red. Come ready to 
celebrate. Come ready to welcome. 

The Spirit has a habit of showing up when we 
least expect it. Let's make sure we're paying attention. 
 



 

May 2026 
Monthly Collections 

Altoona Food Bank: baked beans, envelope side dishes 

Annual Conference collection: gallon Ziploc bags, scissors 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

 

  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

 

5:30p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 

7p VBS Planning Mtg 

11a Chair Dancing 

7p Outreach 

Committee 

1p Women’s Christian 

Fellowship 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

5:30p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

Cakes for  

St Vincent dePaul 

11a Bible Study 

7p Nurture Committee 

11a Chair Dancing 5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

 9a Church Clean-Up 

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

2p Joyful Noise 

3p Youth @Greenwood 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

5:30p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 11a Chair Dancing 

7p Life Lines Grief Grp 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

  

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

5:30p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 9a Folders 

11a Chair Dancing 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 
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Rev. Denise Haskins 
Office Phone: 814-942-6065 
email: juniataumc@atlanticbbn.net 
website: www.juniataumc.net 
 
 CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

   
 2026 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission 
Knowing, Loving, and Serving Christ in our Community. 

 
Vision 

Love Boldly. Serve Joyfully. Lead Courageously. 
 

Weekly Sunday Services 
Contemporary Service at 9am 

Sunday School at 10am 
Traditional Worship at 11am 

 
or 

View on You Tube 
Juniata United Methodist Church, Altoona PA 

 
MINISTERS --- ALL THE MEMBERS 

 
PASTOR --- REV. DENISE HASKINS 


