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FROM THE PASTOR

Spring has a way of showing up 
uninvited. 

Every year I watch the dandelions 
push through the cracks in my driveway, 
and every year I am quietly amazed by 
them. Nobody planted them. Nobody 
asked for them. The lawn would frankly be 
more respectable without them. And yet 
there they are — gold and relentless and 
absolutely certain of their place in the 
world. 

I’ve been thinking about that a lot this 
Lenten season, and it has led me to the series we’re beginning on 
Sunday, April 12. We’re calling it The Dandelion Gospel. 

The resurrection of Jesus is, I’ve come to believe, the dandelion 
nobody planted. The disciples locked their doors. The religious 
establishment had done everything in its power to make sure the story 
ended on Friday. And then, without asking permission, without waiting for 
the right conditions, the risen Christ walked through the locked room and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 

That’s the Gospel. It shows up in cracks and corners. It breaks 
through concrete. It blooms in places people had written off. And it goes 
wherever the wind carries it. 

Over seven weeks — from Easter Sunday through Pentecost — we’re 
going to follow that dandelion Gospel through the book of Acts and the 
Gospel of John. We’ll talk about roots so deep nothing can pull them out. 
About a little community in Jerusalem so marked by generosity and 
gladness that people were drawn to it like bees to a flower. About a 
church scattered by hardship that bloomed wherever its people landed. 
About a Spirit that goes wherever it will, whether we planned for it or not. 

And we’ll end on Pentecost Sunday, May 24, with what I think will be 
an unforgettable moment — but I’ll save that surprise for those who show 
up. 

I want to invite you into this series not just as a worshiper but as a 
participant. Bring someone with you. Bring someone who’s been looking 
for a reason to try church. Bring someone who used to come and drifted 
away. Bring someone who thinks faith is for people with fewer questions 
than they have. The Dandelion Gospel is exactly the right message for 
exactly those people — because it begins with a resurrection nobody 
asked for, in a room full of people who had more doubt than certainty.  

I hope to see you there. And if you’re not sure you’re ready — that’s 
okay too. You don’t have to be ready. The dandelion doesn’t ask 
permission. Neither does grace. 

  
 

.

GROWING IN FAITH 

Daily Video Devotionals 
Join Pastor Denise for a 
quick daily check in on 
our Facebook account 
@juniataumc 
 
Wednesday Podcasts 
Dig deeper into the theme 
of the week with a 10-20 
minute video available on 
our YouTube channel 
@juniataunitedmethodistc
hur8405 
 
Sermon Recaps 
Pastor Denise offers 
highlights from the 
worship sermon and 
offers additional insights 
for consideration. Found 
on Facebook. 
 

 
 
Digging Deeper 
Beginning Sunday, April 
12, take the message into 
your life through the next 
week with questions for 
reflection, a practice to 
live out the message in 
real life, as well as daily 
readings all designed to 
help you dig down, 
deepen the roots of your 
faith, and draw on the life-
giving water of the Spirit. 



HOLY WEEK 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Journey Through the Greatest Story Ever Told 
What if you could walk through the most important day in human history? This Holy Week, you 

can. 
Our outdoor Stations of the Cross (available March 27 through Easter) guide you through twelve 

moments from Jesus' final hours. An unjust trial. A crown of thorns. The weight of a cross. A mother's 
broken heart. A thief's desperate prayer. Three words that changed everything: 'It is finished.' 

Each station around our church property tells part of the story. Use your phone to scan QR codes 
for brief audio reflections that help you understand what happened and why it matters. 

If you have neighbors, friends, or family members who are curious about faith, this is a beautiful, 
low-pressure way to encounter the heart of the gospel: God's love demonstrated through Christ's 
sacrifice. Maybe you know someone who needs an invitation to encounter Jesus. Bring them. Walk 
with them. Let them discover God's love demonstrated at the cross. 

The story is waiting. Who will you bring to hear it? 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, April 2 
Come and partake in the Last Supper with Jesus 
before his arrest and crucifixion. Experience our 
Lord’s grace and mercy through this special 
worship service. 7p @ Juniata 
 
GOOD FRIDAY, April 3 
• Walk with Jesus as he bears his cross to 

Golgotha. We will meet here at Juniata and travel 
to Wehnwood UMC then partake in a sacrificial 
breakfast. 6:30a 

• Listen to the story of our Savior’s greatest act of 
love toward us from storyteller LuAnne Baker at 
Wehnwood UMC. 8:30a 

• Tipton UMC will host worship at 7p. 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 5 
A celebration so big it can’t be contained in just 
one worship service! 
• Sunrise Service at 7a in the Chapel 
• Praise Worship at 9a 
• Traditional Worship at 11a 
A continental breakfast will be served in the 
Gathering Room between worship services. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
is available for all ages! Join us 
Sunday mornings at 9a. 
• Children are upstairs on the 

2nd floor 
• Youth are downstairs 
• The adult Cornerstone 

Class meets in the Chapel 
• The adult Story Class 

meets in the Holy 
Conferencing Room 
downstairs 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES 
are open to everyone! 
• Seeds Study meets 

Monday evenings at 6:30p. 
• In the Word finishes their 

reading of the New 
Testament this month and 
will begin a new study on 
the book of Jonah April 21 
at its regular time: 
Tuesdays at 11a. 

 YOUTH GROUP welcomes 
all teens from across the 
Altoona United Methodist 
churches. 
• April 12, 3p-4:30p 

Escape Room adventure! 
• April 26, 3p-4:30p 

Greenwood UMC 
“Nothing But Nets” 

 

  



DISCIPLESHIP OPPORTUNITIES (CONTINUED) 

SAVING GRACE: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 
Come explore personal money management from a biblical perspective for FREE and learn how to 
reach your personal financial goals. 

Sundays from 6p to 7:30p 
April 12, 19; May 3, 10, 17 

 
This 5-session course is open to everyone. Invite your friends and neighbors. Sign up in the 
Gathering Room today to reserve your free course materials. 

MISSION & MINISTRY 

 
The item of the 
month for April is 
canned meat, 
including tuna 

and chicken breast. Please drop off in the 
gathering room, and they will be delivered. You 
can also drop off your donations at the office 
location at 2301 Beale Avenue, Altoona, from 
8am – 3pm. Thank you for your support of this 
vital program which serves Altoona Area 
Elementary Students with food items for the 
weekend during the school year 

ALTOONA FOOD BANK 
 
 

The Food Bank appreciates your donations. In 
April, we are collecting 
• adult cereals 
• spaghetti sauce and 
• pancake mix. 
We have quite a bit of spaghetti and syrup, but 
nothing to pair them with. 

Thank you, Doug Buchanan. 

 
ATTENTION UNDERSHEPHERDS! 

Spring has arrived. Yay! That means it’s time for our semi-annual meeting. When this newsletter 
arrives, Easter is almost here. We will rejoice in our Savior’s victory over death and ask Him to enable 
us to care for our sheep as we gather together on Tuesday, April 21 at 7p. 

Please bring your lists and make every effort to attend so we can encourage each other and give 
each other suggestions for this ministry. Your prayers for those in our church family really matter and 
make a difference in our community of faith. 

Call if you cannot attend. There may be changes for some of you. 
We will be looking at and talking about Philippians 4. In Jesus’ love, 

Ruth 
814.941.7791 

 
TOASTY TODDLER UPDATE 

Through your generous offering this past Advent, Juniata provided three boxes 
full of winter items and winter boots to the Toasty Toddler program at the Family 
Resource Center of the United Way of Southern Alleghenies. The program 
provides children, newborn to five years old, with clothing to keep them warm 
during the winter. In addition, we were able to provide a monetary donation to 
the program to purchase items of need. This year the Toasty Toddler program 
reports serving over 700 children with winter coats and winter wear. Thank you 
all for your donations toward the 2025 Advent Giving. 

 



MISSION & MINISTRY (CONTINUED) 

ANGEL FEET 
 

Celebrating 13 years of Service in April 
to the Blair County Community  

 
“He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

- 1 Peter 1:3 

Many thanks to the volunteer workers that served Angel Feet on February 28th and March 14th: 
Jaime McKee, Connie Jones, Donna Chestney, Leslie Gibson, Kelly Cox, Michelle Zitsch, and 
Bill Ellick.  Our appreciation and thanks continue for our Angel Feet buyers: Irma Miller and 
Janette DiGiacobbe. They are doing an awesome job of finding the sneakers we need. 
 
Current Angel Feet Ministry Stats: 3155 participant children and 7753+ sneakers provided. 
 
We also want to say a special THANK YOU to those supporting JUMC Angel Feet Ministry. 
♦ Individual donations from members and friends of JUMC Angel Feet Ministry. 
♦ Donation from the Women’s Club of Altoona 
♦ Prayers and support of the ministry by the Congregation and Community. 
♦ Donations of brand-new sneakers.  (Only new sneakers are accepted and may be placed at the 

Giving Tree in the Gathering Room 
 
Prayers 
♦ We continue our prayers for Bill Ellick, our scheduler for volunteers and family appointments, as 

he recovers from medical concerns.      
♦ Prayers for the children and families who are homeless.   
♦ Prayers for the children and families that come to Angel Feet. 
♦ Prayers for families struggling with maintaining their housing and utilities.  
♦ Prayers for our satellite site at the Roaring Spring Community Library. 
♦ Prayers that we can assist the children that may need special sneakers or sneakers that are sized 

for their needs. 
 
Thank you for sharing your blessings and praying for our Angel Feet families. Appointments for Angel 
Feet call: 814-799-5053. If you would like to visit JUMC Angel Feet, please just let us know.  

As Jesus showed us how to serve on our knees, we share his love one pair of sneakers at a time 
to the children in our community. 

Blessed Easter to all! 

Dee Martin-Spallone 
 ALTOONA HUB NEEDS 

Meets at 7p on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month in 
the church 

• liquid laundry detergent 
(32 to 64 ounce) 

• liquid household cleaner 
(no spray) 

• insect repellent 
• scrub brushes 
• scouring pads 

• clothes lines (50 to 100‘) 
• bar soap  

(no Jergens or ivory) 
• looseleaf binder paper 
• color pencils 

Financial donations are also 
welcomed. 



FELLOWSHIP 
 
WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP has been raising money from 
the bake sales and giving back to the church by purchasing items for our 
kitchen, doing Mothers Day gifts and Fathers Day gifts. We will continue to 
support our ministries of the church with funds from the bake sales. Thanks to 
all who supported these projects by baking, selling or purchasing the baked 
goods. 
 
Our monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9 at 12p. 
 

 
2026 GRADUATES 
Juniata will celebrate the following graduates in worship on Sunday, 
May 17 
Join us in congratulating them by dropping off a card in a basket 
designated for each of them in the Gathering Room or you can mail it to 
them at the address listed for each. 
 
Ian Cox 
Criminal Justice 
Shippensburg University 
1408 19th Ave 
Altoona, PA 16601 
 
Cory Lion 
Biology, Penn State 
1408 19th Ave 
Altoona, PA 16601 
Cory has been accepted into the 
accelerated Pharmacy program 
in Erie. 

Rylee McCurdy 
Journalism 
West Virginia University 
907 N 2nd St 
Altoona, PA 16601 
 
 
Halee Robinson 
Speech Pathology 
Penn State 
2622 Dysart Ave 
Altoona, PA 16602

 
 
NURTURE MINISTRY 
You are encouraged to send a card or a note and lift them up in your 
prayers. 
 

 
April 5th Jake Schaffer 
 11 Federal Street 
 Brookville, PA 15825 
 
April 12th Louise Mozi 
 110 W 9th Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16602 
 

April 19th Kay Caber 
 213 Byron Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16602 
 
April 26th Lois Barr 
 509 N. 8th Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16601 

   



FELLOWSHIP (CONTINUED) 

 
4th Caleb Cox 
 Marsha Shuma 
 Alice Swab 
10th Cathy Gallagher 
11th Chloe Gibson 
 Becky Ivory 
 Mike McKee 
 Larry Shields 
 Drew Wenzel 
12th Crystal Hursh 
 Sally Wenzel 
13th Gary Creighton 

 Launa Ott 
14th Peggy Cawthern 
 Dominic Luciani 
 Jason McCurdy 
15th Dan Green 
 Emma Krestar 
18th Jane Yingling 
19th Eva Barr 
 Xavier Koch 
 Sean McDowell 
 Nita Sanders 
21st Gary Gearhart 

22nd Tyler Civils 
23rd Sarah Barr 
 Denise Dougal 
26th Ashley Brackbill 
 Yvonne Carter 
 Averyn Hursh 
 Alicia Lattieri 
28th Jaxon Koch 
29th Cathy Knupp 
 Christian Nail 
30th  Michelle Carr 
 Hunter Merrell 

 
**If we missed anyone or have a wrong date, please call the church office at 814-942-6065 

 
 
SCRAPPIN’ FOR A CURE 
Join the Relay Rascals Team for ‘Scrapbook All Day’ for the American Cancer 
Society. 

Saturday, April 11th 
9a-4p 

@ Juniata UMC 
 

The $20 admission includes ample seating, lunch, snacks, a goodie bag, and door prizes! 
Don’t miss this fun day while helping raise money for the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. 

 
Please pass this information on to your family and friends. We are limited 20 people, so RSVP soon! 
 
Call Marilyn Templon (814.942.5268) or Paula Templon (814.943.3890) for tickets to this event! 
 



April 2026 
Monthly Collections 

AASD Backpacks: Canned meat (tuna, chicken breast) 
Altoona Food Bank: Adult cereal, spaghetti sauce, pancake mix 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

1 Maundy Thursday 2 Good Friday 3 Holy Saturday 4 
11a Chair Dancing 
12p Lenten Lunch @ 

Wehnwood 

5:30p Backpacks 
6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 
7p Maundy Thursday 

Worship 

6:30a Cross Walk 
8:30a Storytelling with 

LeAnne 
7p Good Friday 

Worship @ 
Tipton 

 

Easter Sunday 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
7a Sunrise Service 
9a Praise Service 
11a Traditional Worship 

 

5:30p Prayer Group 
6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 
6p Trustees 
7p Leadership 

11a Chair Dancing 
 

12p Women’s 
Christian Fellowship 

5:30p Backpacks 
6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

 RFL Scrapbooking Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9a Praise Service 
10a Sunday School 
11a Traditional Worship 
3p Youth @ 
Greenwood 
6p Saving Grace 

5:30p Prayer Group 
6:30p Seeds Study 

• Cakes for St Vincent 
dePaul 

11a Bible Study 
6p Empowered Church 

11a Chair Dancing 
7p Grief Group 

11a SPRC 
5:30p Backpacks 
6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

  

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9a Praise Service 
10a Sunday School 
11a Traditional Worship 
2p Joyful Noise 
6p Saving Grace 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 

5:30p Prayer Group 
6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 
7p Undershepherds 

11a Chair Dancing 
 

5:30p Backpacks 
6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

 

 26 27 28 29 30 
9a Praise Service 
10a Sunday School 
11a Traditional Worship 
3p Youth @ 

Greenwood 

5:30p Prayer Group 
6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 9a Folders 
11a Chair Dancing 
 

5:30p Backpacks 
6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 
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Mission 
Knowing, Loving, and Serving Christ in our Community. 

 
Vision 

Love Boldly. Serve Joyfully. Lead Courageously. 
 

Weekly Sunday Services 
Contemporary Service at 9am 

Sunday School at 10am 
Traditional Worship at 11am 

 
or 

View on You Tube 
Juniata United Methodist Church, Altoona PA 

 
MINISTERS --- ALL THE MEMBERS 

 
PASTOR --- REV. DENISE HASKINS 


