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FROM THE PASTOR

I've been thinking a lot about 
gardening lately. Not because I'm any 
good at it—I’ve been branded a 
“black” thumb on more than one 
occasion—but because Jesus talked 
about it so much. Vines and branches. 
Seeds and soil. Fruit and pruning. 
There's something about growing 
things that helps us understand how 
God grows us. 

That's what this Lenten season is 
about for us. We began on Ash Wednesday by acknowledging an 
honest truth: we are dust. Fragile. Finite. Mortal. But here's what I 
keep coming back to—we are God's dust. And the God who formed 
dust into humanity can take our dust and do something miraculous. 

So let me ask you a question I've been wrestling with myself: 
What would you like God to grow in you over these forty days? 

I'm not asking what you're giving up for Lent. That's fine if you're 
doing it, but I'm more interested in how you're opening up to God. 
What area of your life feels a little barren right now? Where do you 
sense God might want to do some cultivating? 

Over the next few weeks, we'll explore what it takes to bear 
spiritual fruit. We'll talk about pruning—how the cuts that hurt can 
also heal. We'll dig into what makes good soil and why deep roots 
matter more than what we can see on the surface. We'll wrestle 
with John the Baptist's challenge to bear fruit worthy of 
repentance—not just feeling sorry, but actually living differently. 

Here's what I'm inviting you to do this Lent: pick one practice 
that helps you stay connected to Christ. Maybe it’s five minutes of 
quiet with Scripture each morning. Maybe it's praying the Lord's 
Prayer at noon. Maybe it's a weekly Sabbath rest. It doesn't have to 
be complicated. Branches don't work hard to produce fruit—they 
just stay connected to the vine, and fruit happens. 

That's the good news of Lent. You don't have to manufacture 
your own transformation. You just have to position yourself to 
receive it. Stay close. Abide. And watch what God grows. 

I’ll be walking this road with you, asking the same questions, 
doing the same wrestling. That's what I love about this season—
we're in it together.  

 
 
P.S. If you're looking for a place to start, try reading Psalm 1 this 
week. It's only six verses, but it paints a beautiful picture of the 
fruitful life. Let me know what you discover.

GROWING IN FAITH 

Daily Video Devotionals 
Join Pastor Denise for a 
quick daily check in on 
our Facebook account 
@juniataumc 
 
Wednesday Podcasts 
Dig deeper into the theme 
of the week with a 10-20 
minute video available on 
our YouTube channel 
@juniataunitedmethodistc
hur8405 
 
Sermon Recaps 
Pastor Denise offers 
highlights from the 
worship sermon and 
offers additional insights 
for consideration. Found 
on Facebook. 
 
Lenten Luncheons 
Wehnwood UMC is again 
hosting a brief weekly 
worship and lunch 
through the season of 
Lent. Services are held 
Wednesdays at 12noon. 
March 4  

Rev. Dr. Randy Willis 
March 11 

Rev. Ed Preston 
March 18 

Rev. Denise Haskins 
March 25 

Rev. Dr. Joleen Willis 
April 1 

Rev. Ray Kovach 
 
Stations of the Cross 
during Holy Week 



DISCIPLESHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
is available for all ages! Join us 
Sunday mornings at 9a. 

• Children are upstairs on the 
2nd floor 

• Youth are downstairs 

• The adult Cornerstone 
Class meets in the Chapel 

• The adult Story Class 
meets in the Holy Conferencing 
Room downstairs 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES 
are open to everyone! 

• Seeds Study meets 
Monday evenings at 6:30p. 
They are currently 
discussing Witness at the 
Cross by Amy-Jill Levine. 

• In the Word is reading 
through the New Testament 
over the next six weeks. 

 YOUTH GROUP welcomes 
all teens from across the 
Altoona United Methodist 
churches. 

• March 8, 3p-4:30p 
Holiday Bowl 
(permission slips required) 

• March 22, 3p-4:30p 
Greenwood UMC 
Decorating Easter eggs 

 

 

SAVING GRACE: A Guide to Financial Well-Being 

Maybe you made a resolution to get your finances in order. Or maybe you’re trying to make your 
dollar stretch farther as prices for groceries and other regular expenses continue to rise. This course 
offers helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. With the generous support of the 
United Methodist Foundation, this course is available for FREE who wants to explore personal money 
management from a biblical perspective based on Wesleyan theology to help them reach their 
personal financial goals. 

Sundays from 6p to 7:30p 
April 12, 19; May 3, 10, 17 

 
This 5-session course is open to everyone. Invite your friends and neighbors. This course works for 
young people, those who work full-time or part-time, and retirees. Sign up in the Gathering Room 
today to reserve your free course materials. 
 

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES 

Has God been nudging you to serve in a new way? Or maybe you just want to know more about what 
it means to be United Methodist. These courses are available for our lay servants, lay speakers, and 
anyone who is exploring what God wants to do in their life. Our District Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries is offering the following courses during the Spring and Summer months. As a reward for 
your faithfulness, those who complete the course will have their registration fee refunded to them! 

For more information, check out the full brochure available in the Gathering Space. 
 

• Structuring a Sermon with Rev. Brenda Leigey 

Saturdays, March 14 & 21 via Zoom or in-person at the Freedom Trail District Office 

 

• Our United Methodist Heritage with Rev. Denise Haskins 

Thursdays evenings, April 9-May 7 (5 sessions) via Zoom 

 

• Leading Worship with Rev. Denise Haskins 

A hybrid-course with two Monday Zoom sessions (May 11, 16) and in-person on Sat, May 26 

 

• Offering Pastoral Care in Times of Grief with Pastor Calvin Miller 

Thursday evenings, June 11-July 16 (5 sessions) via Zoom or in-person at Greenwood UMC 



MISSION & MINISTRY 

 
The item of the 
month for March 
is individual fruit 
and applesauce 

cups. Please drop off in the gathering room, and 
they will be delivered. You can also drop off your 
donations at the office location at 2301 Beale 
Avenue, Altoona, from 8am – 3pm. Thank you 
for your support of this vital program which 
serves Altoona Area Elementary Students with 
food items for the weekend during the school 
year 

ALTOONA FOOD BANK 

 
 
The Food Bank appreciates your donations. In 
March, we are collecting 

• adult cereals 

• canned fruit 

• tea bags 

• pancake mix and syrup. 

Thank you, Doug Buchanan. 

 
ANGEL FEET 

Ephesians 1:3 (NIV) states: "Praise be to the God and Father  
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us  

in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ". 
 
Current Angel Feet Ministry Stats: 3150 participant children and 7711+ sneakers provided. 
 
Angel Feet Ministry has added another area agency to our list to serve: Blair Family Solutions. 
Children under their services needed sneakers, books, and socks.  We were happy to assist a family, 
recently homeless, and provided Angel Feet information to the counselor for others that may have 
needs. 
 
At the writing of this newsletter article, JUMC Angel Feet is scheduled for February 28th. 
 
We also want to say a special THANK YOU to those supporting JUMC Angel Feet Ministry: 
 Donation in memory of Sandra Lee Martin, former member of Gethsemane Methodist Church, 

Juniata and who was married in this church to G. Edwin (Eddie) Martin, November 20, 1965. 

 Individual donations from members and friends of JUMC Angel Feet Ministry. 

 Prayers and support of the ministry by the Congregation and Community. 

 Donations of brand-new sneakers.  (Only new sneakers are accepted.) 

 

Prayers 
 We pray for Bill Ellick, our scheduler for volunteers and family appointments, as he recovers from 

recent medical issues.    

 Prayers for another volunteer who recently had surgery.   

 Prayers for the children and families who are homeless.   

 Prayers for the children and families that come to Angel Feet. 

 
Thank you for sharing your blessings and praying for our Angel Feet families.  Please feel free to let 
us know if you have any needs, have questions, or need our business cards to share with families. 
Appointments for Angel Feet are called to 814-799-5053. If you would like to visit JUMC Angel Feet, 
please just let us know.  
Sharing the Love of Jesus one pair of sneakers at a time.  

Dee Martin-Spallone 



MISSION & MINISTRY (Continued) 

Meets at 7p on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the 
month in the church

Easter Candy donations may be 
dropped off in the Gathering Room 
throughout the month of March. 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 
Women’s Christian Fellowship will meet on Thursday, March 5. They will 
work on a project beginning at 12 noon followed by their regular meeting at 1pm. 
Their February 15th bake sale raised $383 for ministries here at JUMC. 

 
NURTURE MINISTRY 

You are encouraged to send a card or a note and lift 
them up in your prayers. 
 

Mar 1st Louise Mozi 
 110 W 9th Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16602 
 
Mar 8th Kay Caber 
 213 Byron Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16602 
 
Mar. 15th Lois Barr 
 509 N. 8th Avenue 
 Altoona, PA 16601 

Mar. 22nd Darlene Rose 
 Concordia at Villa St. Joseph 
 Room 2216 
 1030 W. State Street 
 Baden, PA 15005 
 
Mar 29th Richard D. Robertson 
 Maybrook Hills D-1 Room 114 
 301 Valley View Blvd. 
 Altoona, PA 16602 

 
1st Kaleb Schroth 
2nd Steve Barr 
 Marv Bergman 
3rd Felicity Barr 
 Greg Lanzendorfer 
4th Brycen Hursh 
 Darci Robinson 
 Dillon Smith 
5th Mike Lambert 
6th LuAnn Beers 
 Nate Fasick 
 Meagan Robinson 

7th Kelly Cox 
 Bob Mastos 
8th Diane Kelley 
9th Daun DeGennaro 
 Ryan Gallagher 
11th Dave Malone 
 Tina Oeffinger 
12th Josh Barr 
 Roy Knupp 
13th David Rose 
14th Gary Kauffman 
 Jody Kauffman 

 Dave Powell 
16th Eric Cox 
17th Julia Filer 
 Leslie Gibson 
19th Erin Lambert 
20th Corey Lion 
21st Kal-el McCurdy 
23rd Dana Lawlor 
26th Christian Graham 
27th Joel Templon 
29th Faun Kurtz 
31t Kaylee Ott 

 
**If we missed anyone or have a wrong date, please call the church office at 814-942-6065 



March 2026 
Monthly Collections 

AASD Backpacks: Individual fruit cups and applesauce 

Altoona Food Bank: Pancake mix and syrup, adult cereal, canned fruit 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2nd Sunday in Lent 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

6p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 11a Chair Dancing 

12p Lenten Lunch @ 

Wehnwood 

12p Women’s 

Christian Fellowship 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

 

 

3rd Sunday in Lent  8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

3p Youth @ 

Greenwood 

6p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

• Cakes for St Vincent 

dePaul 

11a Bible Study 

6p Nurture Cmte 

11a Chair Dancing 

12p Lenten Lunch @ 

Wehnwood 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

 9a Endowment Cmte 

10a Finance Cmte 

4th Sunday in Lent 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

2p Joyful Noise 

6p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

11a Chair Dancing 

12p Lenten Lunch @ 

Wehnwood 

7p Grief Group 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

  

5th Sunday in Lent 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9a Praise Service 

10a Sunday School 

11a Traditional Worship 

3p Youth @ 

Greenwood 

6p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

9a Folders 

11a Bible Study 

11a Chair Dancing 

12p Lenten Lunch @ 

Wehnwood 

5:30p Backpacks 

6:30p Choir @ 

Wehnwood 

8a Teacher Breakfast  

Palm Sunday 29 30 31  

 

 

 

 

10a Sunday School 

11a Combined Worship 

12p Potluck Lunch

 

6p Prayer Group 

6:30p Seeds Study 

11a Bible Study 
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Mission 
Knowing, Loving, and Serving Christ in our Community. 

 
Vision 

Love Boldly. Serve Joyfully. Lead Courageously. 
 

Weekly Sunday Services 
Contemporary Service at 9am 

Sunday School at 10am 
Traditional Worship at 11am 

 
or 

View on You Tube 
Juniata United Methodist Church, Altoona PA 

 
MINISTERS --- ALL THE MEMBERS 

 
PASTOR --- REV. DENISE HASKINS 


