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FROM THE PASTOR

One moment it's April, and you're
watching a dandelion sit in a
mason jar on the altar table. And
then suddenly it's May, and the
seeds are getting ready to launch.
That's where we are right now —
in the middle of it.

The Dandelion Gospel gives us
questions to wrestle with: What
does it look like when the Gospel
takes root so deeply that nothing
can pull it up? What happens
when it scatters so freely that no one can contain it? There is more
to come, and | hope you're inviting friends and family to join you on
Sunday mornings as we work through it together.

May also carries some of our most meaningful moments as a
congregation. Mother's Day falls on May 10th — not just a
celebration, but also a chance to sit with gratitude for the women
who planted things in us we are still living off of years later. Then on
May 17th, we recognize our graduates. These are young people
being sent somewhere new, not entirely sure where they'll land —
which makes them, honestly, the living sermon illustration of the
dandelions sent out on the wind. We are proud of every one of
them. On May 25th, we observe Memorial Day, holding with
gratitude the names that make this day real for so many families.
Meanwhile, our Tuesday Bible study group has turned its attention
to Jonah — possibly the most relatable prophet in the canon. A
man who received a clear call and ran the other direction, and who
discovered that you cannot outrun the Spirit. This is the Dandelion
Gospel told from the seed's point of view — albeit a seed who didn’t
want to go, but went anyway.

And that image keeps coming back to me as | look at everything
else on the horizon. A dandelion doesn't go straight from flower to
flight. There's a stage in between — the "fluff ball" stage, that quiet
moment of preparation when the seeds are forming and the whole
thing is just waiting for the right wind. That's where we are as a
congregation. Confirmation class will be held this summer, planting
deep roots in the next generation. VBS planning is underway so we
can scatter something good in this community.

The seeds are ready. The wind is already moving. | can't wait to
see where we land.
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GROWING IN FAITH

Daily Video Devotionals
Join Pastor Denise for a
quick daily check in on
our Facebook account
@juniataumc

Wednesday Podcasts
Dig deeper into the theme
of the week with a 10-20
minute video available on
YouTube
@denisehaskins7439

Sermon Recaps
Pastor Denise offers
highlights from the
worship sermon and
offers additional insights
for consideration. Found
on Facebook.
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Digging Deeper
Remember to pick up our
worship companion on
Sundays to help you take
the message into your life
through the next week
with reflection questions,
daily readings, and calls
to action designed to help
you dig down, deepen the
roots of your faith, and
draw on the life-giving
water of the Spirit.
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